OF  THE 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 

OF  THE 

Borough  of  Eye, 

- 1013.  - 


Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  to  you  my  Report  of  the  Sani- 
tary condition  of  your  Distridt  for  the  year  ending 
December  31st,  1913. 

Population. 

The  population  of  the  District  at  the  last  Census 
was  2,000. 


Death  Rate. 

The  number  of  Deaths  registered  in  the  Distridl 
after  deducting  Deaths  belonging  to  other  Districts, 
and  including  Deaths  of  Residents  of  the  Borough 
dying  outside  the  Distridl  was  32,  the  Death-rate 
being  16  per  1,000.  The  corresponding  Death-rate 
for  Rural  Districts  in  England  and  Wales  was  i3'4 
per  1,000. 


1 he  Death-rates  in  former  years  have  been  : 


1912 

1911 

1910 

1909 

Average  for  the  last 


i7’5 

i8‘o 

11-3 

i6*3 

5 years  being  15*8. 


There  were  4 Deaths  of  Infants  under  i year, 
being  a rate  of  117  per  1,000  Births.  The  corres- 
ponding rate  for  Rural  Districts  in  England  and 
Wales  being  109  per  1,000  Births. 

d'he  Deaths  include  i from  Phthisis,  and  3 from 
Cancer. 

Birth  Rate. 

The  number  of  Births  registered  in  Eye  was  37 
after  corrections  of  Births  assigned  to  other  Districts 
the  Birth-rate  was  34  being  a rate  of  17  per  1,000. 
The  corresponding  rate  in  England  and  Wales  was 
23'9  per  1,000. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

There  was  one  Death  from  Scarlet  Fever  during 
the  year. 

Eleven  Cases  of  Notifiable  Diseases  have  occurred. 

8 Scarlet  Fever. 

2 'Fuberculosis  (pulmonary). 

I Tuberculosis  (other  than  pulmonary). 

During  the  early  part  of  the  year  there  was  an 
outbreak  of  Scarlet  Fever  amongst  children  attending 
the  National  School. 

In  all,  8 Cases  were  notified.  All  were  removed 
to  the  Isolation  Cottage  except  two,  one  of  which 
unfortunately  was  of  malignant  type  and  proved  fatal, 
and  one  was  not  notified  until  infection  was  over. 

I think  the  removal  of  these  Cases  to  the  Isola- 
tion Cottage  cut  short  what  might  have  been  a 
serious  epidemic. 
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Two  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  certified,  one  of 
which  proved  fatal. 

The  houses  are  disinfected  in  case  of  all  Infec- 
tious Diseases,  including  Tuberculosis,  if  the  patient 
has  died  or  moved  from  the  house. 


GENERAL  SANITARY  REPORT. 

Physical  Features. 

'Fhe  area  of  the  town  is  4,410  acres,  but  the 
town  itself  is  situated  in  the  centre  of  this  area. 

For  the  purpose  of  the  Bye-laws  this  area  is 
dehned  as  that  part  of  the  town  within  2,000-ft.  of 
the  '['own  Hall  steps. 

Oeeupation. 

The  occupation  of  the  inhabitants  is  in  agricul- 
ture and  trade. 

The  Housing*  Accommodation. 

With  regard  to  the  Housing  accommodation, 
I have  in  my  house  to  house  inspection  inspected 
65  houses  during  the  year.  I have  reported  30 
houses  requiring  alterations  to  make  them  fit  for 
habitation,  but  no  closing  orders  have  been  made. 
Four  houses  are  now  closed  by  the  owners. 

In  15  cases  improvements  have  been  carried  out 
since  my  report. 

The  Plans  for  New  Cottages  to  be  built  on  the 
Town  Farm  have  been  sent  to  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  for  approval. 

Dr.  Seymour  inspected  the  District  during  the 

year. 
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Water  Supply. 

The  Water  supply  in  this  District  is  by  shallow 
wells,  each  house  or  group  of  houses  having  its  own 
supply.  The  water  is  drawn  from  the  surface  clay 
and  is  liable  to  pollution  from  the  surface.  The 
wells  in  the  outlying  part  of  the  town  are  probably 
less  aSected  than  those  at  the  bottom  of  the  valley. 

Milk  Supply. 

The  Milk  supply  is  from  dairies  in  the  Town. 
There  are  now  five  dairies  in  the  town  which  supply 
milk.  All  are  on  the  register.  All  have  been  inspected 
during  the  year  and  found  clean  and  in  order. 

Food  and  Drug’s  Act. 

This  is  controlled  by  the  County  Police  and 
supplies  are  taken  by  them. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. 

The  Surface  water  and  refuse  water  are  carried 
by  means  of  a system  of  drains  into  the  river  by 
5 effluents. 

On  the  valley  drain  are  3 cesspools  to  catch 
solid  refuse  ; and  on  the  main  drain  a filtering 
catchpit. 

Your  Council  have  the  question  of  Sewerage 
under  consideration  at  the  present  time,  and  I hope 
to  liave  a scheme  to  put  before  you  shortly. 

Forty  feet  of  new  sewer  have  been  laid  at 
Langton  Oreen,  and  the  main  sewer  has  been  partly 
re-laid. 


5 

Exerement  Removal. 

A system  of  public  Scavenging  of  the  Earth 
Closets  has  been  brought  into  use  during  this  year, 
and  is  working  satisfactorily.  Old  privies  are  being 
replaced  by  Earth  Closets  in  many  cases. 

Removal  of  House  Refuse. 

'Ellis  is  carried  out  at  present  by  the  occupier. 
Brick  bins  are  still  used  in  most  cases. 

ByelaAvs  as  to  Nuisances  ha\'e  been  adopted. 

Lodg*ing‘  House  Byelaws.  ^ 

Only  one  Inn  is  used  as  a common  Lodging 
House,  and  no  Byelaws  have  been  considersd  necessary. 

Schools. 

'There  are  3 Schools  in  your  District — one  Public 
Elementary  for  boys  and  girls.  One  (mammar  School 
a Secondary  School  under  the  County  Council  for 
boys  and  girls,  this  also  takes  a few  boy  boarders. 
One  Private  School  for  girls — day  and  Boarding. 

The  Sanitary  accommodation  is  satisfactory. 

'The  Elementary  School  is  inspected  by  the  School 
Medical  Officer  for  the  East  Suffolk  District. 

Methods  of  dealing*  with  Infectious  Disease. 

Infectious  Diseases  are  isolated  in  their  homes, 
or  in  the  isolation  cottage. 

With  regard  to  closure  of  Schools  and  exclusion 
of  Children  from  School,  I am  working  in  conjunction 
with  the  School  Medical  Officer. 

The  School  has  not  been  closed  during  the  year. 

Houses  are  disinfected  by  the  Urban  Authority, 
but  no  disinfecting  apparatus  is  available  for  the 
use  of  the  Sanitary  Officer. 
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Isolation  Hospital. 

A Cottage  is  kept  for  this  purpose. 

Six  Cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  have  been  nursed 
during  the  year. 

I am  glad  to  say  the  condition  of  this  house 
have  been  much  improved,  and  by  the  new  arrange- 
ment with  the  caretakers,  cases  can  be  removed 
immediate!}^  on  their  being  notified. 

Workshops  Aet. 

All  the  Workshops  in  the  District  have  been 
inspected  during  the  year.  Xo  defects  have  been 
reported. 

Bakehouses. 

1 hese  have  all  been  inspected  and  are  clean  and 
in  order. 

Slaug’hter  Houses. 

New  Byelaws  as  to  these  are  now  in  force. 
They  have  all  been  inspected  during  the  year. 

Nuisances. 

1 en  Cases  have  been  Reported.  All  have  been 
remedied,  or  partly  abated. 

Ten  Rats  were  sent  to  the  County  Medical  Ohicer 
of  Health  for  examination. 

I am, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

HENRY  E.  BARNES,  M.D., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Eye,  Feb.  (ith,  1914. 


BOROUGH  OF  EYE. 
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